
Dr Taiwo Akanbi 
Presentation title: Wasted food, wasted nutrients – innovative 
ways of repurposing food waste 
 
Bio: Dr Akanbi is internationally recognised for his expertise in 
biocatalysis, food waste valorisation and developing encapsulation 
technologies for bioactive compounds. He has worked extensively 
on the enzymatic synthesis of anti-inflammatory bioconjugates for 
food applications and developed methods for stabilising functional 
lipids from fishery waste, leading to two patents. 
Dr Akanbi has led several industry-based research projects with 
excellence awards in industry engagement locally and 
internationally. He has worked on several applied research and 
development and contract research with food industries such as 
Broken Bay Pearl Farm Australia, Mantzaris Fisheries Australia, Ridley Corporation Australia, Boundary 
Bend Olives Australia, Brokenwood Wines Australia, and Plant and Food Research, New Zealand.  
Dr Taiwo is currently a Guest Editor for MDPI – Foods (Impact Factor – 5.51), focusing on “High-value 
products from food wastes”. He has authored more than 60 publications, including research papers 
and book chapters. He has a demonstrated track record in leading research collaboration with more 
than $200,000 in research funding. He is a sought-after food scientist. 
 
 
 
 
Dr Tamara Bucher 
Presentation title: Consumer Behaviour - Why we eat what we 
eat 
 
Bio: Dr Bucher is a Food and Consumer Behaviour researcher at 
the University of Newcastle. She is the Head of Discipline Food 
Science and Human Nutrition and the Academic Convenor of the 
Doctoral Training Centre in Food & Agribusiness. Dr Bucher holds 
a Bachelor and Master in Biochemistry and a Master of Advanced 
Studies in Human Nutrition and Health from ETH Zurich (ETHZ), 
Switzerland. In her PhD, she developed and validated an 
innovative method for consumer behaviour research using ‘fake 
foods’. In 2014, Dr Bucher joined the University of Newcastle 
(UoN) Priority Research Center for Physical Activity and Nutrition 
(PRCPAN) with a Swiss National Science Fellowship. She and her team are investigating ambient 
influences on food choice and how we can use this knowledge to facilitate healthy choice and eating. 
She is also very interested in wine research with a focus on alcohol reduction and use of new 
technology 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Dr Emma Beckett 
Presentation title – Taste: the complexities, barriers & opportunities 
for health 
 
Bio - Dr Emma Beckett is a food and nutrition scientist and senior 
lecturer at the University of Newcastle Central Coast. She researches 
why we all respond differently to foods & with a view to improving 
health outcomes for all. She appears regularly in print, online, on radio 
and television. She aims to empower people to make more informed 
choices about food, without fear or judgement. Emma has won 
several research and communications awards, including being named 
as a NSW Young Tall Poppy in 2017. She collects food themed dresses 
and earrings, and loves football, cats, and Agatha Christie.  
 
 

 

L/Prof Clare Collins  

Presentation title – The dietary metabolome as a biomarker 

of usual food intake – What it means for dietary assessment 

Bio - Laureate Professor Clare Collins is an internationally 

leading dietitian. She is an NHMRC Leadership Research 

Fellow and currently the Director of the Research Program 

in Food and Nutrition for the Hunter Medical Research 

Institute. L/Prof Collins research focusses on personalised 

nutrition technologies and programs evaluating impact on 

diet-related health across life stages and chronic disease.  

L/Prof Collins is a Fellow of the Australian Academy of Health 

and Medical Sciences, Fellow of the Nutrition Society of 

Australia and Fellow of the Dietitians Australia (DA). L/Professor Collins leads the largest group of 

research active dietitians in the world. She has been awarded over $29M in grant funding, published 

over 400 research paper and supervised over 35 PhD candidates to completion. 

L/Professor Collins is a sought-after nutrition science media commentator and the most read 

Australian author on The Conversation with >14 million readers globally. She co-created the EdX 

Massive Open Online Course, The Science of Weight Loss - Dispelling Diet Myths, completed by 

>65,000 people across 180 countries. 

 


